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Modul 1/6        
Anhang 

 
 
 
Im Anhang werden Studientexte zur Verfügung gestellt, die ausgewählte Aspekte der 
historischen Entwicklung der Olympischen Bewegung und der Olympischen Spiele 
darstellen. Diese Texte enthalten ergänzende und vertiefende Informationen zu einzelnen 
Teil-Modulen und sind in erster Linie für die universitäre Fachausbildung gedacht. 
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Modul 1/6 Anhang 
 
No. 1 

FROM OLYMPIAN TO SECRET AGENT 

THE REMARKABLE CAREER OF JONKHEER ERNST W. DE JONGE 

by Tony Bijkerk 
 
Introduction: 

In the movie Soldier of Orange 
(1978),1 Paul VERHOEVEN'S epic tale about 
six Dutch classmates torn apart by 
Worldwar Two, Ernst de JONGE is featured 
briefly but colourfully. As President of the 
Leidse Student Society, he is seen early in the 
film inflicting some damage on freshman 
Erik Hazelhoff ROELFZEMA with a very hot, 
very füll soup terrine. First he spooned out 
the soup over ROELFZEMA'S head, then he 
poured it from the bowl, then he crowned the 
young man's head with it. 

Erik Hazelhoff ROELFZEMA is played in 
the movie by Rutger HAUER and Ernst de 
JONGE by Jeroen KRABBE. 

In the book Soldaat van Oranje, on 
which this movie was based, our subject 
Ernst de JONGE receives more mentions - 
especially when Hazelhoff ROELFZEMA 
drops him and another secret agent off at the 
Dutch coast near Katwijk during the night of 
23 to 24 February 1942, to Start work as 
secret agents for the Allied Forces in 
occupied territories. 

Ernst de JONGE was an Olympic 
oarsman in the Games of the Xlth 
Olympiad in Berlin 1936, rowing as stroke 
in the coxed pairs with Karel HARDEMAN2 
and coxswain Hans van WALSEM3. They 
were not particularly successful, failing to 
make it to the semi-finals and eliminated 
in the repechages. 

Through Karel HARDEMAN, I received 
a small booklet4 he had written about his 
and Ernst de JONGE'S youth in the Dutch 
East Indies, when they were neighbours, 
and especially about their time as 
students in Leiden and as rowers for the 
Leidse Studenten 

 

 

 
Roeivereniging NJORD, with a culmination 
as rowers for their homecountry in the 
Berlin Olympics in 1936. Mr. HARDEMAN 
wrote this booklet in memory of Ernst de 
JONGE. 

However, in this book very little is 
mentioned about de JONGE'S experiences as a 
secret agent in the Second Worldwar. But 
fortunately the eider brother of Ernst de 
JONGE -Marien de JONGE, himself a colonel in 
the Royal Dutch Army - had already written 
an extensive biography,5 which included 
everything currently known about the 
experiences of his younger brother during 
that dreadful period. 

With pleasure I received permission 
from both authors to use their material for this 
article. 

Ernst Willem, jhr mr de Jonge 

Ernst de JONGE was born 22 May 1914 
in a little place called Sinabang on the isle 
of Simeuloe, an island off the Westcoast 
of Sumatra in the Dutch East Indies, in a 
family consisting of two parents and four 
other children, two older and two younger 
than he. 
His  father then  worked  for the  Java
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1 Movie: SOLDAAT VAN ORANJE; Starring: Rutger HAUER en Jeroen KRABBE; Director: Paul VERHOEVEN; 
Synopsis:  Sweeping, true-life drama With its richly developed characters,  moving narrative,  and engaging 
suspense, this is guaranteed satisfaction for war, drama, art-house fans; Runtime: 156 minutes; MPAA 
Rating: R; Genres: Action, Classic, Drama, Foreign, Suspense, War; Country of Origin: Netherlands; Language: 
Dutch 

2 Karel Jan HARDEMAN, *29 June 1914 in Surabaja (Dutch East Indies); general practioner in The Hague 
for all his years as a doctor. 

3 Johan Frans van WALSEM, *14 December 1916 in Batavia, Dutch East Indies (now Djakarta, Indonesia); 
† 2 January 1943 in KZ Neuengamme, Germany.; chemical engineer; member of the Underground; 
betrayed  in  November 1941;  taken to prison Oranjehotel  in  Scheveningen  and  later to Camp 
Amersfoort; in October 1942 transported to Neuengamme; his POW number 10337; perished from 
tuberculosis. 

4 Herinneringen aan jhr mr Ernst W. de Jonge, Drukkerij Ridderprint, Ridderkerk, ISBN: 90-9011861-6; 
1998/1999; 79 pages. 

5 This biography has no title but it consists of fifteen typed pages, from which I received a photocopy. 
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Timber Company. Later, when the family 
moved to Semarang on the isle of Java, 
he became friendly with his neighbour 
Karel HARDEMAN, with whom he attended 
basic school. In 1925 de JONGE'S father 
became director of the Combined 
Javanese Timber Companies in 
Amsterdam, causing the family to move 
back to the homeland. 

Ernst went to grammar school in 
Baarn and was a 3E good student. He had a 
very good ability to concentrate, which 
would suit him well in his later life. 
However, he had a 
tempestuous, sometimes even 
reckless character, a great 
spirit of liberty, but was also 
sometimes somewhat 
unrestrained. He was expelled 
from school several times, 
but was always allowed to 
return, because he was also 
warmhearted, and had great 
charm. 

His undisciplined way 
of life made it difficult for 
him to adapt to military life, 
which in those days was 
obligatory for every male person in the 
Netherlands. At the age of 18 he was 
entered the school for reserve-officers for 
the Mounted Artillery [SROBA] in Ede, 
and became notorious for his record of 
disciplinary punishments [the most in the 
history of the school!]. 

The Department of Defence even had 
problems in promoting him to the rank of 
officer, but the commanding officer of the 

school now intervened with a judgment 
that came to be prophetic: "when it comes 
to war unexpectedly, this youthful! cadet 
will show to be an exceptional officer". 

In 1933, after finishing grammar 
school and the military period, he entered 
Leiden University to study law. He 
immediately felt at home in the student 
society and started rowing in the Leidsche 
Studenten Roeivereeniging Njord, where 
he soon excelled. Together with Karel 
HARDEMAN, the friend from his youth in the 
Dutch East Indies, Ernst became part of 

the "four with coxswain" and 
with his team in 1936 and 
1937 rowed the "Varsity", 
which is the yearly race 
between the coxed fours of 
all Dutch Universities. 

Because of his abilities 
as a leader, Ernst was first 
elected president of Njord 
and in 1937 even became 
president of the Student 
 
 
Society. It was in this 
position that he, during the 

'ragging' period of the new draft of 
students, wounded the pride of a young 
student by emptying a soup terrine over 
his head. That student was Erik Hazelhoff 
ROELFZEMA [the original "Soldier of 
Orange"]. They were destined to meet 
again! Together  with Karel  
HARDEMAN and coxswain Hans van 
WALSEM, Ernst started rowing in the two 
with coxswain. During the 1936 national 
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rowing championships in the 
'Slotervaart' near Amsterdam (the facility 
where the rowing of the 1928 Amsterdam 
Olympics took place), they finished 
second, behind a team from the rowing 
club Willem III. But since the two champs 
from Willem III were actually German, the 
Njord-team was still selected to represent 
The Netherlands during the 1936 Olympic 
Games in Berlin. 

This selection had great 
consequences for the team, because they 
now had to continue training, while 
normally they would have stopped for 
the rest of the summer. However, de 
JONGE and HARDEMAN took up the 
challenge, and from that moment 
skipping, weightlifting and rowing made 
up their daily schedule. They had a few 
problems with their respective studies, 
because Ernst (for law) and Karel (for 
medicine) had to pass an examination that 
year (for the ordinary degree), but these 
were managed. The team received the 

uniforms from the Netherlands Olympic 
Committee; grey flannel trousers, light-
blue shirt and a blue double-breasted blazer 
with the NOC-logo. 

And so, on a bleak (for students early 
mornings are always bleak) July morning 
in 1936, the three members of Njord 
assembled at the railwaystation in Leiden, 
travelled to Amsterdam, where they 
joined the other members of the Dutch 
Olympic team for Berlin. In Berlin the 
rowers were taken by bus to their 
temporary lodgings in Kopenick, in the 
South-Eastern part of Berlin, near the 
rowing course in the Wannsee, at Grunau. 
Their lodging was a recently built police 
barracks, which had been made available to 
all rowers. 

Next day they resumed their training 
and went to the rowing facilities at 
Grunau. But 
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when they arrived at Grunau, their first 
conclusion was that the other countries 
had brought brandnew boats, while they 
had to row in their own old "Jaap Dutry", 
which was named after (and probably 
donated by) a Honorary Member of Njord 
Mr. Jaap DUTRY van HAEFTEN. However, 
they still had ten days to go before their 
own race was due. So, most days they 
took the boat out twice; they ate like 
wolves and got rid of the last ounces of fat 
they had. Maybe they even overtrained 
themselves? 

On the day of the qualification-races 
in the two with coxswain, August 12th, 
1936, they did not row well, finishing sixth 
and last in the second heat, after 
France, Denmark, Switzerland, 
Jugoslavia and Japan. 

However, they received a second 
chance in the repechages, which were 
rowed a day later on August 13th. But again 
they didn't make it and finished in third 
place in the first repechage behind 
Denmark (the only team that qualified for 
the final) and Switzerland, which like the 
Dutch team was eliminated. And thus 
ended their Olympic experience. Sure, 
they enjoyed their time in Berlin after the 
races, as any student would have. 

Ernst de JONGE finished his studies 
in May 1938 and received his degree in 
law. He joined the Bataafsche Petroleum 
Maatschappij (B.P.M.) and was posted 
to the office in London, England. In 
August 1939 Ernst was called back to the 
Netherlands to fulfil his military 
obligations, and joined his artillery 
battery. But a short time later the B.P.M. 
requested the Department of Defence to 
release him, because they urgently 
needed Ernst for a job overseas. The 
Department relented and in February 
1940, he was transferred to Curacao in 
the Netherlands Antilles. 

One of the directors, Professor 
OPPENHEIM, who had been sent to Curacao 
with a special secret assignment, had 
specifically requested to have Ernst de 
JONGE made available to him. The 

outcome of that mission became known on 
May 10, 1940, when the Germans invaded 
the Netherlands. On the same day the 
seat of the B.P.M. was transferred from 
The Hague to Curacao. It had been to solve 
the great legal problems caused by this 
transfer that Professor OPPENHEIM had 
requested the assistance of Ernst de JONGE. 
Ernst felt happy enough in Curagao 
because he had responsible work and was 
appreciated   by   his   direct   boss,   
Professor OPPENHEIM, and he also enjoyed 
the relaxed style of life. Quite often, 
though, his thoughts went back to his 
family in the occupied Netherlands. He 
decided to request Prince BERNHARD in 
London to get him back for war duties, but 
before writing to the Prince he took flying 
lessons and qualified as a civilian pilot. 

His letter to Prince BERNHARD (and 
also to an uncle who worked as an adjudant 
to Queen Wilhelmina in London) finally 
met with success and the B.P.M. released 
him for duties in London. So, on August 
31, 1941, he departed from Curacao for 
London. 

Arriving in England, he was 
immediately transferred to the "Patriotic 
Schoof in London, where he was 
interrogated by the British Security 
Service for his political reliability. At the 
end of the interrogation (and because of 
his attitude during the whole period) the 
authorities asked him if he was willing to 
work as a secret agent in the occupied 
home-country. Since he had been thinking 
of these possibilities himself, his 
immediate answer was positive - but only 
if they thought he could really do handle 
the task. 

He was then ordered to the 
temporary director of the Dutch Central 
Intelligence Service [C.I.D.], Reserve-
Captain DERKSEMA, but that visit turned 
out to be something of a disappointment. 
De JONGE formed the private view that 
the CID was not working too 
efficiently. Shortly after, he was invited to 
visit the Military Intelligence 6 [MI-6], 
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Dutch Section, under leadership of 
Lieutenant-Colonel RABAGUATTI. 

 
Where the Dutch Intelligence 

Service was doing administrative work, 
the British MI-6 took care of the training 
and transport of secret agents to occupied 
countries; and they were also in charge of 
radio communications with them while 
abroad. Ernst decided to opt for the 
training as a secret agent. He was a man 
of strong presence, with dark eyes and 
a penetrating look; heavy eyebrows and a 

striking face. He was not tall, but 
possessed a sense of true authority. 

Before starting his training, Ernst 
had been invited to speak for Radio 
Oranje (directed at the occupied home-
country) and he did that in his own direct 
and inspired way. His family in the 
Netherlands heard his voice and later 
reported that his speech was like a "light in 
the dark". 
The training as secret agent in those 
days contained many aspects, like working 
with a radio (sending and receiving); 
lessons in
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coding and decoding; all kinds of security-
measures; of course knowledge of the 
organisation and the ranks of the 
German army; lessons in self-defence; and 
even parachute-jumps. 

However, during his training period 
he was forcibly confronted with the 
inefficiency of the C.I.D., and this 
decided him to quit his training for agent, 
and instead opt for training as a pilot in 
the Royal Netherlands Air Force. About 
the same time, the C.I.D. was being 
reorganised and Marine Colonel De 
BRUIJNE was placed in charge. After a 
personal meeting with De BRUIJNE, Ernst 
had confidence in the candid marine 
colonel and an urgent personal request 
from De BRUIJNE made him decide to 
continue his career as secret agent. 

The date to start his work as an 
agent was rapidly approaching, but the 
original plan to have him and his radio-
operator Evert RADEMA dropped by 
parachute had been abandoned in favor of 
using the "transport service" to the Dutch 
coast, which had been initiated by Erik 
Hazelhoff ROELFZEMA and Chris KREDIET. 
This service employed a motor gun boat 
(MGB) from the Royal Navy, and it 
brought secret agents very close to the 
Dutch coast. The last few hundreds 
metres of the journey were bridged by a 
rowing boat to lessen the noise. Of 
course, these drop-offs could take place 
only during moonless nights. 

The first drop should have taken 
place a few days after February 20, 1942, 
but went astray because of adverse 
conditions. For the second drop MGB 
320, with Ernst de JONGE and Evert 
RADEMA aboard, took off from 
Felixstowe around 16.00 hours on 23 
February 1942, to arrive off the Dutch 
coast near Katwijk around midnight. They 
had to wait until 3:50 in the morning, 
before the actual landing began, and at 
4:20 in the morning of February 24, 
1942, Ernst stepped ashore about one 
hundred metres south off the boulevard in 
Katwijk. As well as their own radio, they 
had brought an extra one. Recent snow 
made their footsteps more obvious, but 
fortunately there was not a person in sight. 

Erik Hazelhoff ROELFZEMA went 
ashore with them and brought them to a 
first hiding place near the boulevard, 
where they could wait until the first tram 
would leave for Leiden. Erik then returned 
to the rowingboat, the MGB and England. 

Before his departure, Ernst had 
written a personal letter to his parents, in 
case he would not return from this 
assignment. In this letter, dated 15 
February 1942, he took his leave of them 
and thanked them for their education and 
devotion to him. He told them that the 
duty to his country prevailed, and 
asked them to forgive him for the pain he 
might give them by taking this decision. 

In the early morning of February 
24, 1942, Ernst de JONGE and Evert 
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RADEMA took the tram to Leiden together 
with a group of labourers going to their 
daily work. In Leiden they split; Evert 
RADEMA went to Amsterdam to his 
hiding address and Ernst went to 
Wassenaar, where he had received two 
different safe-addresses from the C.I.D. 
The first one immediately went wrong 
because a deadly frightened woman who 
had opened the door, slammed it close 
again before he could say a word! 

At the second address he heard loud 
German voices, and that meant the end of 
that address too. Fortunately, Ernst had an 
uncle living close by, but one of the main 
rules from his training period had stated 
that contact with family had to be avoided. 
However, Ernst had shaved off his 
moustache and was wearing dark 
spectacles to disguise himself. 

Fortunately, his uncle was home, 
gave him dry socks and a good breakfast - 
but his first goal was to find a new address 
where he could hide, and from where he 
could start his operations. He couldn't stay 
where he was, because his uncle Nol had 

three children in the house. They then 
called another uncle in Zutphen, a 
widower without any children, a lawyer. 
This uncle, Cai, agreed to be his host for 
the time being. 

Thus Ernst travelled by rail to 
Zutphen. Because he had already broken 
the rules not to contact his family, Ernst 
also met with his parents, who were 
invited to visit Zutphen under some sort 
of pretext. Of course they were delighted to 
meet him again. 

But from that moment onwards, his 
sense of duty would prevail and he sought 
means to get in touch with Maarten 
REUCHLIN in Rotterdam, who was 
known to be deeply involved with the 
Dutch Underground. 

On March 3, 1942, Ernst de JONGE 
travelled to Rotterdam, where he met 
with Maarten REUCHLIN. 

At REUCHLIN'S home he also met 
with other people, like engineer Leen POT, 
who, as a former reserve artillery-officer 
(like Ernst de JONGE himself) had for 
himself started military 
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espionage, but who had in the mean time 
lost the possibility to get his information 
radioed across the Channel to the Allied 
Forces and as a consequence had to 
reduce, even temporarily stop his 
activities. Because de JONGE had brought 
the means [a radio transmitter] to reopen 
up the contacts with England, Leen POT 
now also decided to renew his activities. 

De JONGE also met the owner of his 
new temporary address: engineer E. van 
DRIEL van WAGENINGEN, who owned an 
apartment at the Ungerplein in Rotterdam, 
where Ernst from then on also resided. 

Within a short time, de JONGE'S 
organisation enlarged its activities and 
through his many friends, most of them 
former students, he collected information 
which could be of value for the Allies. He 
worked closely together with Kees DUTILH, 
a former studentfriend whom he fully 
trusted. DUTILH had already been in 

prison for a couple of months because of 
his work for the underground. 

Ernst took care that those he 
involved in his work would not know about 
the others, nor about their activities, but 
he himself, like a spider in its web, knew 
them all. His radioman RADEMA also 
visited Ernst in Rotterdam regularly to 
receive the messages for transmission to 
England. For longer messages they could 
use a code by letter, which could be sent 
through 'safe' addresses in Sweden and in 
Switzerland. Leen POT and Kees DUTILH 
took care of military espionage, while Ernst 
collected economic information, for which 
he was better suited. 

During the night of 16/17 March 
1942 a secret agent who had just been 
landed at the beach near Katwijk was 
captured by a German patrol, which 
'contaminated' Katwijk for future use - and 
it was decided to transfer all activities to 
Noordwijk. They rented a summer-house 
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in Noordwijk, from which they could 
observe the German activities and take care 
of the incoming passengers from the 
Hazelhoff ROELFZEMA transport service'. 
As a ruse they had two of them, both 
students at the University in Leiden, live 
permanently in the house under the pretext 
they were studying for their examinations. 

One of de JONGE'S special 
assignments had been to contact a Dutch 
politician named Koos VORRINK, who was 
invited to visit England by special request 
from Queen WILHELMINA, who urgently 
wanted to be better informed about the 
political situation in the home country. 
Having finally been contacted, VORRINC 
hesitated to depart for England, but after a 
long wait decided not to go. Instead he 
decided to sent a spokesman by the name of 
Lex ALTHOFF. ALTHOFF was then 
temporarily lodged in the house in 
Noordwijk. 

Now followed a week of 
frenetic activities. Ernst decided to make 
use of this opportunity to present an 
extended report of his work to his 
operations officer in England, with more 
information than was usually contained in 
his telegrams. The report was on microfilm 
and included charts with the positions of 
German forces marked on these. 

Everything was ready for the transfer 
of persons and material, and when finally 
the message arrived from England over 
Radio Oranje signalling the "Go Ahead", 
all measures were taken in the house in 
Noordwijk to have it run smoothly. 
RADEMA and de JONGE both were kept at a 

distance, to limit any possibilities of 
failure. 

And what a failure it was! The 
motor torpedo boat designated to make the 
contact, arrived right in the middle of a 
German patrol with "Schnellboote" and 
had to abandon the operation in an 
exchange of fiery shooting. 

The result of this failure was that the 
'transport service' could not continue for 
the time being.6 
 
The German Secret Service 

 
The German Abwehr was the 

Intelligence Service of the German Army. It 
had several "Abteilungen" (Departments), 
Abteilung I was in charge of espionage, 
while Abteilung III was involved with 
contra-espionage. 

The German Police had been 
transformed into an immense apparatus, as 
is quite usual in a totalitarian community. 
This group was called the 
"Reichssicherheits-hauptamt" (RSHA) 
under leadership of Heinrich 
HlMMLER. 

In the Netherlands the 
commanding officer of Abwehr III was 
Josef GISKES, while Joseph SCHREIEDER 
commanded the section contra-espionage 
of the Sicherheitspolizei (Security-police). 
Unfortunately for the Dutch 
Underground, the Germans used many 
infiltrators, traitors to their own country. 
The Germans called these men: 
"Vertrauens-manner" (V-männer). 

 
 
 
6 Looking back, the failed effort to land agents near Noordwijk on May 12th, happened to be 

the final effort of the "Contact Holland" and the Hazelhoff Roelfzema "transportservice". 
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Through the infamous 
"Englandspiel"7, the Germans had heard 
about the existence of a new hitherto-
unknown agent with an "Indo-European"8 
appearance. One of the V-Manner had 
provided them with information that a 

group of people from the underground 
would be trying to steal a fishing trawler 
while at sea, to cross over to England. The 
date for this takeover was planned for May 
18, 1942. 
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Unfortunately for him, Ernst de 
JONGE had also heard of this plan and 
decided to make use of this possibility to 
transfer the microfilms (containing his 
extended report and the charts of the 
German positions), to England. These 
should have been going over earlier, with 
Lex ALTHOFF, and by the 'transport service' 
by MTB, which effort had failed. 

The matchbox containing the 
microfilms was now handed over by 
engineer E. van DRIEL van WAGENINGEN, 
owner of the apartment where Ernst de 
JONGE was hiding, to one member of the 
escaping group. Just before the fishing 
trawler could depart on May 18, 1942, the 
whole group of escapees aboard was 
arrested by the Germans and the 
matchbox with the microfilms was found 
upon the man carrying them. 

Joseph SCHREIEDER studied the 
material and found it to be of such a high 
quality that he decided to find out which 
underground group was responsible for it. 
He instructed one of his most notorious V-
Manner Anton van der WAALS (who called 
himself Anton de WILDE during this 
period) to find out as much as possible 
about this case. 

Soon the link to engineer E. van 
DRIEL van WAGENINGEN became known, 
and Van der WAALS decided to visit the 
man's apartment. 

Van DRIEL van WAGENINGEN was 
not home, but van der WAALS then heard 
from the rather talkative doorman that 
another person with with an "Indo-
European" appearance also temporarily 
lived in the apartment. When 
SCHREIEDER received this report from van 
der WAALS, he remembered the earlier 

description of such a person and 
decided to act immediately. 

Ernst de JONGE celebrated his 28th 

birthday on 22 May 1942. He had received 
a radiomessage from London that day 
informing him about the satisfaction of 
the government with the good work of his 
group. This made him very happy, and he 
said that this was the best birthday present 
he could expect to receive. 

However, that same day he also 
learned about the arrest of the trawler 
escapees, and decided to move to a new 
address. This could not be done 
immediately and he was also unable to 
leave the apartment because he had an 
appointment with Lex ALTHOFF in the 
apartment that same evening. Leen POT 
arrived for dinner, and a short time later 
Lex ALTHOFF arrived too. 

When the doorbell rang for a third 
time, Ernst opened the door and looked 
into the barrel of a pistol. Five men dashed 
into the apartment and overwhelmed 
the three Dutchmen. With separate cars 
they were taken away to Gestapo-
headquarters at the Binnenhof in The 
Hague. They were interrogated 
separately during the whole of the night. 
Next morning they were taken away to 
another address at the Binnenhof and 
during this transport on foot two things 
happened: Leen POT escaped from his 
captors9, while Ernst saw a former 
student friend walking across the street 
and called out to him loudly, by name. In 
this way it became known that Ernst de 
JONGE had been captured by the 
Germans. The other members of the 
group 

 
 
7 The "Englandspier can be described as the ultimate disaster in espionage, as the Germans captured most special 

agents, together with their radio-operators, which had been parachuted into the Netherlands by the British 
Special Operations Executive [SOE] which was part of the British Secret Service. After their capture, the German 
contra-espionage misused the radio-operators, by putting them under severe pressure to contact the SOE in 
England and act as if nothing was wrong. They even sent material over (carefully screened of course) and in this 
way kept that line open for twenty months, while the SOE across the Channel never suspected treason! To the 
defence of the radio-operators must be said that most of them, when contacting the home-base under pressure 
of the Germans, 'forgot' to enter their security-checks, but the home-base never seemed to notice. In total 52 
agents were captured with 16 radio-transmitters and the special codes, further many tons of weaponry and 
ammunition. The V-Manner played a very important role in this "Englandspier\ 

8 Ernst de JONGE had certainly no "Indo-European" appearance, but his dark eyes and heavy eye-brows gave him a 
rather striking appearance. However, for all that the description had disastrous results. 
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9 Leen POT was born 8 July 1910 in Zierikzee; after his time in the military (he attended the same school (SROBA) as 
Ernst de Jonge but earlier, in 1929), he started to study as an engineer in Delft, but did not 
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mmediately took action and were able to 
prevent further damage. 

Almost at the same time radio-
operator Evert RADEMA had also been 
arrested and SCHREIEDER tried to induce 
RADEMA to set up another "Spier. Both 
Ernst and RADEMA stubbornly refused to 
surrender their security-check. Although 
the Germans tried to contact MI-6 with 
RADEMA'S radio, London immediately 
concluded that the security-check failed in 
the message and they kept quiet and didn't 
answer. 

SCHREIEDER tried it again eight times, 
in vain. After the war, SCHREIEDER told 
his interrogators that both RADEMA and 
Ernst had not been forthcoming 
during their  interrogations, and in fact 
had been very uncommunicative. 

After a period of several months in 
what was called "Oranjehotef (nowadays 
the prison where the prisoners of the 
Yugoslavian Tribunal are kept in 
confinement) in Scheveningen; they were 
transferred to the prison in Haaren (a 
former seminary), in the province of 
Noord-Brabant. The most dangerous 
prisoners were kept in isolation on the 
second floor - Ernst and RADEMA among 
them. 

Only in January 1943, Ernst's parents 
received permission to write him letters or 
to hand over packages for him. Ernst 
himself was also allowed to write and he 
must have written about six letters, from 
which only half were delivered. 

In November 1943, after an 
incredible escape of three prisoners from 
Haaren, fifty-one former agents (those on 
the second floor from Haaren) were 
secretly transported to Assen, in the 
province of Drenthe. They had been 
blindfolded with hoods, and were 
handcuffed. The situation in Assen prison 
was much worse and the prisoners suffered 
from malnutrition and cold. Ernst was 
able to write one more letter (his last) 
dated February 23, 1944, to his parents. 

On April 30 1944, the fifty-one 
prisoners were transported to Rawich, 50 
kilometres north of Breslau in Silesia. 
Forty of these were, on September 5, 1944, 
transported to KZ Mauthausen, where 
they were all killed in a most repugnant 
manner. Among these victims was Evert 
RADEMA. The administartion of 
Mauthausen documented the killings as 
"Auf der Flucht erschossen" (shot while 
trying to escape). 

From the other eleven, Ernst de 
JONGE among them, no detail has ever 
been discovered about the way they were 
killed or where they have been buried. It is 
thought that they may have been shot 
either in Rawich, or during a 'transport'. 
The official Dutch historian of the Second 
World War, Dr. L. de JONG thinks it 
might be possible that they were killed in 
KZ Gross-Rosen. 

 
However, only the memory remains 

of these brave men, who gave all they had 
for a better world! 



 
 

finish his course. He started working for N.V. Cemsto, until in 1939 he was called back into the military. After his 
demobilisation in 1940, he started his underground activities and later, through Maarten REUCHLIN, became part of 
Ernst de JONGE'S group. After his escape from the Germans he went into hiding, because he had nothing left: no 
identity-papers, no safe-address where he could hide and no immediate contacts with his former group. He found out 
that RADEMA had also been captured. Later, and together with Kees DUTILH (1915-1944), he took over the work of 
Ernst de JONGE as leader of the now called Group-Kees. Leen POT was one of the few people in this work to survive 
the Second World War. When Kees DUTILH was captured by the Germans on March 10, 1943 (Kees DUTILH was 
executed on February 24, 1944), Leen POT took over leadership of the group by himself. Because of his earlier 
arrest he was known to the Germans and for that reason he decided to leave the country. He handed the Group-Kees 
over to Siewert de KOE, and escaped as a stowaway on a ship to Sweden. Later he continued his journey in the bomb-
bay of a Mosquito-fighter to London. However, Group-Kees, which was started in March 1942 by Ernst de JONGE, 
then extended by Leen POT and Kees DUTILH, these two succeeded by Siewert de KOE and later leaders, continued its 
most important intelligencework, in spite of many set-backs, to the very end of the war. 

p. 45   -   Journal of Olympic History   Volume 11   June 2003   Number 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 103

Modul 1/6 Anhang 
 
 
No. 2 
The Nordic Games: 
Visions of Olympic Winter Games or a National Festival? 
 
Jens Ljunggren & Leif Yttergren 
 
Introduction 
 
In 1901 the first Nordic Games were arranged in Stockholm by Sweden's Central 
Association for the Promotion of Sports (Centralförening for idrottens framjande - 
CF). The Association had been founded in 1897 and was characterized by a socially 
exclusive membership group. The officers' corps dominated the Association's governing 
board, but there were also many businessmen and entrepreneurs, high ranking civil 
servants and politicians involved. Many of the nation's influential politicians became 
members of the Association.1 In total the Nordic Games were organized seven times: 1901, 
1903, 1905, 1909, 1913, 1917, 1922, and 1926. All Games took place in Stockholm with 
the exception of the 1903 event, which was held in Kristiania (Oslo), under the title 
Nordic Winter Sport's Week. As the Norwegian name suggests, the Games lasted for 
one week. The events were extensive and grand, and were not far behind the modern 
Olympic Games. Nordic Games were also planned for 1930 and 1942, however, for 
various reasons, they never came to fruition. 
 
 
The Turn of the Century 1900 - National Romanticism, the Nordic Movement, and 
the Age of Oscar 
 
Towards the end of the nineteenth century, the National Romantic trends made their way 
into art, literature, and architecture. Artists such as Anders Zorn, Bruno Liljefors, and 
Carl Larsson who are still among the most popular painters, made their breakthroughs in 
that era. The extremly conservative ruler, Oscar II, left his imprint on much of the 
fashionable cultural life. The dominant style around the turn of the century, sometimes 
referred to as Oscarianism, was dominated by the values and ideals of the upper middle 
classes. Oscarianism bore many similarities to English Victorianism in questions of 
morals, and to the German Empire's sense of pomp, bombast, and self-glorification. 
Just as during other periods of time, society was influenced by several ideological currents. 
During the last part of the nineteenth century a rising interest in things pre-Nordic as well 
as in Nordism was also noticeable.2 Several Nordic organizations and associations were 
founded, whose goals were to increase understanding among the Nordic peoples.3 
It is noteworthy that Finland was not included in the Nordic community. Finland's exclusion 
was probably due to the language barrier and its relationship to Russia. On the whole, there 
was seldom any differentiation between Scandinavia and the Nordic Countries. It was 
Sweden that was the driving force in the creation of the Nordic identity, and this was also 
the case with the Nordic Games. It is against that backdrop that both the initiation of the 
Games in 1901 and the selection of their name should be seen. 
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The Start of the Games 
 
The original impetus for the Nordic Games came from the professor and oph-talmologist 
Johan Widmark. By combining a series of sports competitions with various festive events, 
the desire was to create something "unique for the North in terms of sports and truly 
worthwhile". It was hoped to attract participants from the entire North and from Europe by 
means of a large program. Even aesthetic elements or, as it was expressed at the time, 
"spiritual sports", were, therefore, to be showcased with the intention of providing a 
comprehensive picture of northern winter life. The event was to develop the nation's sports-
manship and at the same time create bonds between the northern countries by "developing 
into nordic national feasts of great measure and import, and becoming the highpoint of the 
winter season." 
 
In 1899 CF reached the decision that the first Games would be arranged in Stockholm in 
1901. The year was regarded as suitable as the Olympics were being organized in Paris in 
1900.5 The risk of competition and the arrangement of too many different events was less in 
1901. 
 
CF had been founded in 1897 at Stockholm's Royal Palace. Viktor Balck, Sven Hermelin, 
and Clarence von Rosen, all high-ranking military officers and well-known nationalists on 
the political right, were behind its founding. The board of directors consisted of people 
from society's highest stratum. High-ranking military officers were clearly the largest 
single professional category.6 Several of them also held leadership positions in the early 
Swedish sports' movement. 
Thus, they had considerable influence over the ideological and practical orientation of the 
sporting movement at the turn of the century. 
 
It was no coincidence that it was CF that was behind the games. CF was the only athletic 
organization in Sweden around the turn of the century which had the capability of 
arranging such a large event. CF had the money, the personal resources, and the contacts. 
CF's attitude towards sports affected the shape and the orientation of the games. The 
organization used the Games to achieve its own goals, and these were to be found both 
within and outside of sports. 
 
Why did CF decide to devote itself to the winter games? Probably the Olympics played an 
important role. There was the wish to avoid competition, but nationalistic motives can also 
be discerned: 
 

"// is in the winter season that we in Scandinavia are able to achieve a sport week 
as no other people in Europe, and we should hold our banner high where we are 
able; we should make the Swedish name known and respected. That has thus been a 
fundamental idea with the arrangement of the Nordic Games." 

 
It is apparent that the Nordic Games were something more than an ordinary sports 
competition. They should be seen as part of an older desire within Swedish sports. Swedish 
"sports" had, since the days of P. H. Ling, found nourishment both in ideals from classical 
and northern antiquity which had led to a fusion of Swedish nationalism with Nordic and 
Scandinavian identity. Moreover from the end of the 18th century, there was a dream of 
national sports festivals which could unite the entire population.8 The inspiration came from 
the ancient Greek Olympiads.9 
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The contours of these arguments must be seen against the background of the contemporary 
intellectual climate. The idea of a national sports festival obtained renewed relevance at 
the turn of the century when concerted attempts to nationalize the population were made, 
embracing even the lower social strata which otherwise stood outside the bourgeois-
dominated national movement. Turn-of-the-century Sweden was characterized by an 
intensive manifestation and celebration of national traits and traditions. In 1893, the 
Swedish flag day was celebrated for the first time; in 1894, the birthday of Gustav II Adolf 
was ostentatiously marked; and 1897 saw the Stockholm Exhibition.10 It is in this context 
that the Nordic Games and the dictums concerning a national peoples' festival should be 
considered. 
 
That the Games were to take place during the winter season was, according to Balck, only 
natural in light of the fact that it was the specifically northern aspect of the Swedish identity 
which was to be celebrated. During the winter, something could also be shown which could 
not in other European nations. Here the Swedish name was to be "known and regarded". 
The ancient idea of a peoples' festival was thus provided with yet another aspect. It was 
not only a case of furthering internal national consolidation but also of creating publicity for 
Sweden in other countries. Sweden, as a nation and as a tourism destination, was to be 
advertised. The purely idealistic nationalistic ambitions had thus been complemented 
with a commercial aspect. 
 
The structuring of the Games becomes comprehensible against this background. The Games 
included a number of different activities such as hot-air ballooning, fishing expeditions in 
the Stockholm archipelago, visits to Skansen, theater, fireworks, and ordinary bandy. Even 
some non-winter sports were included, such as fencing, motor sports and riding. The Games 
were arranged in cooperation both with the Swedish Tourist Association (STF) and Skansen 
(an open air museum located in central Stockholm which was inaugurated in 1891 with the 
purpose of preserving farms, houses, churches and schools from the Swedish countryside). 
The Swedish Consulate in foreign countries was engaged in propaganda for the games, for 
instance in distributing material to the foreign newspapers which could not send their own 
representatives to the Games. The commercial tourism of the Nordic Games was very easily 
combined with the idealistic nationalist ambitions. Tourism was actually considered a way 
both to discover and market the nation. 
 
During the latter part of the 19' century, means of communication had developed 
dramatically in Europe through steam boat traffic, but above all through an increased 
railway network, in Sweden especially during the 1870's. Technically, one could now travel 
in a manner entirely different from ever before, which led to the development of the tourist 
industry. According to Hobsbawm, tourism was a middle class phenomenon. Neither the 
aristocracy nor the lower social groups travelled in the same manner. This sight-seeing and 
travelling bourgeoisie was above all drawn towards the Mediterranean, but also to the 
Alps where many tourists interested in sports, and notably the British, travelled to ski, hike 
and climb mountains.14 Now even Sweden wanted to compete for these tourists. 
During the week in which the Nordic Games were held there was also a series of festive 
events. In addition to the events at Skansen, the Opera and the Grand Theater, dinners and 
banquets were arranged. These were splendid social events where, for example, the king, the 
organizers of the Games, prominent foreign guests and Stockholm society participated. The 
fishing expeditions in the Archipelago were another activity where partying and social 
life were central. While the Nordic Games officially were motivated as a sports-active 
peoples' festival, they were also presented - but not as clearly - as an important aspect of the 
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social calendar and the habits of the upper classes. The following quotation from an 
advertising brochure directed towards a foreign market underlines this point: 
 

"The winter is the season par preference for fashionable gatherings in Stockholm, 
which then take the form of numerous entertainments, at which the many younger 
members of the Royal Family are often present. Enjoyable and, very often, really 
brilliant festivities in society circles follow each other in rapid succession, and the 
Northern Games have always opened the doors for many visitors from abroad to the 
hospitable homes in the capital of Sweden. The Northern Games have become quite 
as much a society function as a popular out-door sporting festival for a great part 
of the population of the city during the course of the second week of February.15 

 
The activities of the Central Association and Viktor Balck were generally directed 
upwards, towards higher social strata. To raise the status of sports and to give them a place 
in family life had also been indicated as one of the purposes behind the Nordic Games.16 
This certainly does not mean that people from other social categories could not enjoy or 
follow the various sporting competitions. 
 
 
The Structure of the Games - Sports as Theatre 
 
The Nordic Games were, as we have said, not only sports competitions but also theater, gala 
performances at the Opera, excursions to the archipelago, parades and celebrations. In this 
way they were surrounded by a number of symbolic attributes. Special aims lay behind the 
Nordic Games and in this symbolic language values which corresponded well with the 
ideology found in the expressions of principle could be discerned. 
 
By studying and interpreting the concrete structuring of the Games not only their 
ideology but also the other roles which the event can have played for its age can be 
investigated. What did contemporary society see in these Games? It is of course difficult to 
gauge how visitors experienced these competitions, but it is at least possible to analyze the 
reports of journalists. Here different perceptions and evaluations of the Games can be 
observed, not only in coherent discussions of principle but even in the reports on 
individual competitions. It is naturally not without risk to try to deduce from newspaper 
accounts how the readers themselves viewed the Games, but one can assume that the 
journalistic reports satisfied the needs of their readers. The manner of describing the Games 
was common to many different newspapers and similar from year to year. 
 
First we will investigate how different symbols were used during the Games and then 
how certain politically conservative and liberal newspapers - Stock-holms Dagblad, Dagens 
Nyheter and Svenska Dagbladet - reported. They primarily turned to a well situated public, 
above all the first two. Thereafter the Games are considered from another angle using the 
criticism which also was presented and where social conflicts were revealed. 
 
The annual inauguration of the Games was very theatrical and based upon significant 
episodes in Swedish history. The inaugural day was a general flag day and a group of 
heralds rode through the city to proclaim this. This took place every day for the duration of 
the Games. The proclamation of the heralds was as follows: 
 

"Under King GustafV's benign and forceful protection the Nordic Games in male 
sports are held in this city. The citizens of Stockholm are encouraged to support 
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these Games with all devotion and by watching them, to provide themselves with 
pleasure. This is the first day of the Nordic Games."17 

 
This citation shows the important role of the royal personage for the Nordic Games. The 
Crown Prince, who was the chairman of the Central Association, had himself been active in 
the genesis of the Games. The members of the royal family followed the games diligently 
and often took part, in the ceremonies by distributing awards. In 1913, the king was 
nominated the "high protector" of the Games.18 
 
In connection with many of the activities that took place during the Games, the nation's past 
heroic kings were commemorated. Skansen's mid-winter feast 1901 was a purely 
theatrical festival exemplifying the glorification of hero kings and the nation's history. The 
entire area had been decorated with torches and two alternating bands entertained the public 
with national music. Sentries in 17th century costume guarded the grounds. But suddenly the 
calm is broken as one of them cries: "To arms!". Gustav II Adolf comes galloping in. 
Several other Swedish kings were present - Gustav Vasa was of course represented. On this 
occasion he was hidden in a bale of hay and followed by his men of Dalekarlia. The 
evening's festivities concluded with fireworks. 
 
As has been mentioned, the Nordic Games were held in cooperation with Skan-sen and 
many activities took place there. It was also Skansen's image of Sweden that the Nordic 
Games promoted. The Swedish people were presented, in the spirit of the "homestead 
movement", as idealized rural peasants. The same quaint image of Sweden characterized 
performances given at the Grand Theater and the Opera. There dramas about northern 
history were presented, northern melodies performed, the Swedish peasants in their 
"picturesque" folk costumes were lined up, homage was paid to the king, Caroline and 
ancient nordic motifs admired.20 

 
Sweden's rural heritage was thus honored along with the nation's heroic kings and 
honourable history. As we have seen, national rhetoric intensified on many fronts at the turn 
of the century. Sweden's glorious past was a very important component in the patriotism of 
this age. The conception existed that ancient Swedes were a united people who always 
stood up for the nation and its monarch. There was also a didactic message behind this 
belief, which many Swedes believed that the discontented working class should partake of.22 
 
At this time, the nations were also seen as participants in a continuous contest. The contest 
not only included the areas of industrial, economic or technical development but also age, 
size and beauty. To possess a distinct national style and a national culture laden with 
tradition was, therefore, very advantageous. At the great World Fairs which were held in 
various parts of the west from the middle of the nineteenth century, industrial capacity and 
innovative potential were the primary focus. Very soon, however, even folk culture was 
discovered as something that could attract a public. Consequently, nations competed in 
demonstrating the most lively folk culture. In Sweden, both ancient nordism and the 
peasant style were mobilized in connection with the Nordic Games . 
 
It is thus obvious that in connection with the Nordic Games there existed a symbolic 
language loaded with politics and ideology. This is especially true about the official 
festivity arrangements and the many non-sport activities also arranged. Peasant 
romanticism was mixed with "Gotianism" (i.e, celebration of the ancient Nordic past), 
nationalism and royalism. 
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The Nordic Games and the Winter Olympics 
 
Did the highest leadership in sport in Sweden wish to establish Winter Olympic Games? 
Was it not natural to follow in the path of the Summer Olympics? The 
literature in the history of sport suggests that there were such intentions: "The goal was to 
thus create something for winter sports to correspond with the Olympic Games for summer 
sports."2* The press of the day also on occasion called the Nordic Games the "winter's 
Olympic Games" or something similar. The following study shows, however, that CF had 
not Olympic ambitions. Several factors speak against the attempt to link together the Nordic 
Games and the Olympics: 
 
- Ideology 
 
- Swedish opposition to the Winter Olympics 
 
- Chronology 
 
- The program of the Games. 
 
It has earlier been shown how strong the ideological motive was for the establishment of the 
Games. According to Ny tidning for Idrott (New Magazine for Sports), the CF publication, 
Swedish support was essential: 
 

"The most fundamental implications of the Nordic Games have been, in addition to 
the fostering of a hardy species, the rallying of the Swedes around something really 
national. It has long been a weakness among us that we have not had something 
acceptably national, which could assemble the entire people..." 

 
These ideas are far from Pierre de Coubertin's concepts of internationalism, brotherhood 
among peoples, and peace. In contrast to Balck, Coubertin was an internationalist and a 
humanist. Balck has rather been fittingly called the "trumpet of the fatherland."28 
Glimpses may also be seen in isolated comments in the newspapers that indicate that the 
Games should in no way be confused with the Olympic Games. The Games were regarded 
as better serving their goal as a national festival. It was better to allow the large countries to 
develop the Olympic Games.29 There was thus an ideological gap between the two athletic 
events. 
 
In both Sweden and Norway, there was also strong opposition to the introduction of Winter 
Olympics. Norwegian skiers nearly did not participate in the Second Winter Olympics in 
1928 in St. Moritz. There was dissatisfaction from Norway with the fact that their national 
sport, skiing, was being steered by the International Skiing Association and International 
Olympic Committee. Similar sentiments were expressed by Swedish leaders in the field, 
but these diminished successively when the Swede Ivar Holmqvist was elected President of 
the International Skiing Association in 1924.31 Adolf Murray, one of the central figures 
in the Nordic Games, expressed irritation over the fact that skiing was included in the 1924 
Olympic program. He was of the opinion that it had an unfortunate effect on the "national 
work". Furthermore, it was said that there was only the need for "Nordic" contests in the 
Games.32 
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The organizers of the Nordic Games were negative towards all participation in the 
Olympics, as Sweden was opposed to "the inclusion of winter Sports in the program of the 
Olympic Games." Opposition to the Olympics even appeared at a practical level. 
Swimming was excluded from the 1922 Games with the motivation that swimming 
belonged to the Olympic program. The organizers maintained that Sweden's opposition to 
the inclusion of winter sports in the Olympic program could be weakened, if Olympic 
sports were allowed in the Nordic Games.33 
 
Chronology also speaks against the conception that the Nordic Games were a forerunner of 
the Winter Olympics. The first Winter Olympics were organized in Chamonix, France in 
1924. Over several years the Winter Olympics and the Nordic Games were arranged or 
planned side-by-side. The New Nordic Games were also planned for 1930, (1934), and 
1942. The rivalry between the two winter arrangements appears to have been minimal, at 
least from the side of the organizers of the Nordic Games. These Games and the Winter 
Olympics were two separate events with different content and ideology. 
 
To provide further evidence, the programs of the Games have been studied. The purpose is to 
demonstrate that the Games have a wholly or partially different program than the Winter 
Olympics. As was mentioned earlier, the Nordic Games initially had both an athletic and a 
tourist element. Thus is evident in the declaration in the first program: 
 

"To give a more comprehensive picture of life in the Nordic countries in the 
wintertime, the arrangement of such a sports festival should also have an esthetic 
element, or the spiritual recreations should take their places at the side of the 
physical, as was the case in our ancient admired athletic events and contests." 

 
What were then the various points on the program? A study of the programs shows that the 
selection varied sharply and to a certain extent differed between the Games. There was, 
however, a kind of basic program consisting of skiing, curling, equine sports, bandy, ice 
skating, and marksmanship.35 The 1901 and the 1926 games will serve to illustrate further 
the contents of the Games (see appendix 1). 
In the first Games pure athletic contests were combined with theatre, parties, excursions, 
exhibitions, and banquets. The program bore the stamp of upper middle class lifestyle. It 
contained some elements that seem peculiar in contemporary eyes, such as skiing behind 
horses, hunting from horses, sleigh riding, sledding, a torch light parade on skis, visits to 
Skansen (the open air museum in Stockholm), fishing trips, rides on ice breakers, etc. 
Additionally, there were pure athletic contests on the highest level. In 1901, the World 
Championship in speed skating was held during the Nordic Games. Furthermore, attempts 
were made to introduce and popularize winter sports such as ice boating, kick sledding, and 
ice sailing on skates. The newspapers, however, devoted the most attention to the skiing and 
skating contest. 
 
Some criticism appeared in the newspapers concerning the comprehensive program. Some 
of the papers expressed the opinion that it was difficult to follow all of the different 
contests; others maintained that there were too many circus-like exhibitions, and yet others 
reacted to the many banquets that were limited to the "noblesse". Individual newspapers (in 
a typical Lingian spirit) also criticized the altogether too intensive competition. The 
critics, however, were clearly in the minority. For the most part, the press was very 
positive towards the Games regardless of political colour. 
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For the 1926 Games, several points on the program had been changed in comparison with 
the earlier events. The greatest difference was that only the "real" winter sports were 
included. Thus, automobile and motorcycle riding and sledding had been removed from the 
program, as had the competitions in winter sports for school youths. One sport which had 
also been excluded was kick sledding. It had its heyday around the turn of the century, 
when Swedish national championships were arranged during the 1905 games. 
 
One new event in the 1922 Games was ice hockey. It had been of interest earlier, with 
minute halves and six man teams with the right to two substitutes. The field was surrounded 
by planks "at the height of a man" which acted as the boards. Ice hockey was only coolly 
received by the press, especially in comparison with bandy. 
 
To view the Nordic Games as some kind of forerunner to the Olympic Winter Games is thus 
doubtful and bears the mark of anachronism. There is every reason to compare the events. 
 
In 1896 in Athens, 311 athletes from thirteen countries participated, and in the first Winter 
Olympics in 1924 there were 294 participants from seventeen countries.37 It should be 
pointed out that it has been difficult to obtain information on the number of participants in 
the Nordic Games, and in several cases the information in the press and in the records varies 
considerably. They are in agreement, however, in regard to the 1909 Games. About 2,000 
people took part in the Games. Of these, more than half were marksmen, probably many 
military men, and nearly 300 participated in the horse racing. The foreign representation 
consisted of 32 persons from eight countries. The Games were thus primarily an event by, 
and for, Swedes. They did not in any way have the same international stamp as the 
Olympics. 
 
 
 
The Debate over the Skiers from Norrland 
 
The criticism directed towards the Games of 1901 and 1905 came primarily from a group 
of journalists who felt that they represented the sportsmen and the working class public, but 
one cannot know with certainty that they really shared the feelings of the journalists. In 
1922, however, some of those concerned voiced their opinions in a more direct manner. 
These were the skiers from Norrland who felt that they had been unfairly treated and who, 
therefore, protested, threatening to leave the Swedish Skiers' Association and form an inde-
pendent association for Norrland. The conflict in the first place erupted over the size of 
awards given but in fact reflected social and geographical conflicts.38 
 
The protesting skiers maintained that skiing had been placed in the background in favour of 
other "so-called winter sports events", sledding for instance.3 What irritated them most was 
the fact that the sled riders had received more and better prizes. In addition, this year's relay 
race had been very badly organized. The skiers from Norrland held that skiing was a real 
sport with real sportsmen who fought for victory. Sledding was, however, an upper class 
diversion - it was in fact open to debate whether this could be called a sport at all. 
 
The organizers of the games and the conservative Stockholm press delivered a strong 
rebuttal. Alex Lindman called the protest "not only stupid", but "malicious and naive". 
The general committee was not even involved in this issue. The organizers of each sporting 
event were responsible for collecting towards the awards. The skiers had, moreover, been 
given substantial sums towards deferment of their travel expenses and other costs. Many 
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fine prizes had been awarded to them. Since the skiers were numerous and divided into 
several classes, it was only natural that each award was somewhat smaller. The sled 
riders, on the other hand, belonged to a high social stratum and had, therefore, been able to 
obtain more valuable awards for this category. 
 
But the protest also won support, and not even the conservative Stockholm newspapers were 
entirely unanimous in their condemnation. Skiing traditionally had an especially valued 
position in Sweden, partly because of its role in the defense of the nation.41 

 
In Dagens Nyheter, Mr. Jones (a pseudonym) placed himself on the side of the protesters 
from Norrland and pointed out that the skiers had been humiliated during the award 
ceremonies at Hasselbacken when sledding, curling, races and military sports, which 
actually were irrelevant in the context of Nordic Games, had been assigned a more 
prominent role. At the same time that the three Nordic countries had met in order to 
compete in "serious sports", attention had been diverted by "Misses' sports and society 
games". The social character of the conflict could clearly be seen: 
 

"The protest of the skiers may be taken for what it is: it is not a hunger for awards 
that has arrived out of the blue, but rather the product of the feeling of the skiers 
after the grandiose tails- and display event at Hasselbacken. How should a plain 
man from Norrland or a man from Dalekarlia in rough homespun clothing and grain 
leather shoes feel in the face of this throng dressed in tails and these ladies in grand 
attire, who with a minimum of dutiful interest raise their lorgnettes towards the 
sportsmen stepping forth for their awards and who surely cannot truly understand 
that so much is written of these men?"42 

 
The upper class character was thus clearly focused in this debate: the homespun men of 
Norrland versus the snobbish Stockholmers. Mr. Jones advised the organizers to arrange 
more activities directed towards the population at large next time. Even other newspapers 
took the same line and contrasted entertaining salon sports with "real" sports. It was 
emphasized that the general public stood on the side of the skiers.43 The leftist newspaper 
Politiken44 spoke of the decline of Swedish competitive sports. Sled riding was pure 
"humbug" whose only purpose was to "show off shapely legs, a rosy face and white teeth as 
well as an elegant sports attire, the latest fashion and, as a reward for these superhuman 
efforts receive a prize, which could make Salschow green with envy". 
 
The discussion took place on two different levels. On the one hand, it took up varying views 
of how sports should be carried out and sports competitions arranged; on the other hand, it 
revealed clear social conflicts. In the context of the upper class symbolic language which 
characterized the games, many felt ex eluded, the critics said. This mixture of social 
criticism and positions of principles concerning standards for sports seems to have had a 
background in the fact that peoples' attitudes to sports are formed by lifestyles and 
normative systems. Much has been written on this subject. 
 
The French sociologist Pierre Bordieu maintains that the working class has an instrumental 
relationship to the body. They use it to attain larger goals, to win sports competitions or 
obtain success. Therefore, exertion, self sacrifice, endurance and subjugation under 
collective discipline are appreciated. Upper strata, however, have a more distanced relation 
to their exercise of sports.46 
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That bourgeois respective physical labourer sports was not the same thing was further 
underlined by Bode Janzons dissertation where the early sports movement in Goteborg has 
been investigated. Those sportsmen who came from a middle class background 
emphasized the health aspects in their sportsmanship and were relatively uninterested in 
advanced competition. Doctors warned against over-exertion. In the press, the Nordic 
Games were also praised for not having let sound and health-promoting sports be replaced 
by onesidedness and sports idiocy.48 Opposing views were, however, expressed. 
 
Completely different norms and values prevailed in the worker-dominated associations. 
There are indications that it was here that one first began to show an interest for continual 
and specialized training and competition activity. The members of these associations were 
unaffected by the middle class normative system which strongly emphasized the 
importance of moderation, restraint, control, balance and self-discipline. The workers, used 
to physical exertion and on the whole living according to other values, were less inhibited in 
their relationship to competitive sports.49 
 
It is one variation of this discrepancy of which we have seen an example in the debate over 
skiing versus sledding. The debate was not only about skiing versus sledding, curling and 
military sports. The discussion was extended to include the Games in general. Should 
they continue to be a social event, as they had been up to now, or should they be 
concentrated in the direction of becoming a pure sports competition? 
 
Stockholmstidningen (liberal), which also took the part of the skiers, pointed out that 
while it was correct that every organizer should take care of awards within his branch, the 
protesters were still in the right, since the issue in truth was whether the "Nordic Games 
should become a true competition in winter sports or a large social event with all kinds of 
more or less sportive points on its program ..." 50 
 
Stockholms Dagblad was opposed to limiting the program. A major reduction had already 
been made this year in that swimming and fencing had been deleted. If one went further in 
this direction the Games would lose their character of a display of all northern sports. The 
meaning of the Games would be completely lost. The event would no longer stand apart 
from everyday life, neither for us nor for foreigners, for "what kind of special festivity 
would be displayed by such a competition?” 51 
 
In the background, we can also sense the issue of amateurism. The skiers were criticized for 
desiring monetary gain, which was condemned with the argument that sports were a reward 
in themselves through a sound mind in a sound body, and in honour, which was more 
important than money.52 Research has shown that even the amateur issue had social aspects. 
The upper social strata could afford to be amateurs. The concept itself was in line with their 
moderated conception of physical sports. For working class sportsmen, economic rewards 
were often essential in order to afford both training and competition.53 
 
 
The Death Throes 
 
In October 1931, RF appointed a three person committee to study the future organization of 
the Games. The intention was to arrange the Games again in 1934. There was, however, a 
one-year delay before the question was again taken up by RF. Then the 1901 idea that the 
Games should alternate between Sweden, Norway, and Finland was renewed. There were 
probably economic reasons behind this. RF reached no decision during 1932 about the 
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continuation of the Games, and shelved the question.54 In 1933, however, it was decided 
that no Games would be held in 1934 out of consideration for the international ski 
competition being held in Solleftea the same year. RF also wanted to study the question 
further, which was also done.55 In 1933 the question was taken up in the RF's Executive 
Board, where it caused a long and intensive discussion. The Crown Prince, who was also 
the chairman of the Olympic Committee, clearly had doubts about the continuation of the 
Games. He argued that the weather was uncertain and that other contests competed with 
the Games. He accepted, however, the proposal for an investigation, which was also decided 
upon. 
 
After the RF's discussion, the Nordic Games appear to have been forgotten. Perhaps that 
was because there was no individual or organization to further the matter. The question was 
decided in the so-called Faelleskommittén. This was a cooperative committee of the Nordic 
national athletic associations which was founded in 1916.57 In 1934 a decision was made 
that further study about the future of the Games would be made in 1935. After that the 
Nordic Games disappeared from the Comittee's agenda. 
 
Thus the games lacked any type of organizational motivation or personnel after 1930. CF, 
Balck, and Lindman were totally or partially out of the picture. RF's special organization 
was split on the question of its continuation, nor did RF appear to be eager to bring matters 
to a head. The issue was allowed to disappear by being tabled and studied until it was 
nearly forgotten. 
 
 
The 1942 Fiasco 
 
During the middle of the War, a group of leading Swedish sportsmen, with Sixtus 
Jansson, Bo Ekelund, and Ernst Bredberg at the head, again tried to arrange the Nordic 
Games in Stockholm in 1942. This time it was not just the typical winter sports that were 
to be promoted, but other branches also were to be found on the program. According to the 
initiators it would be more comprehensive than earlier. Thus fencing, handball, bowling, 
gymnastics, and even wrestling, boxing, weight-lifting, swimming, and tennis were to be 
included. 
 
Both CF and RF supported the idea. The chairman of the Organizing Committee was the 
sports-interested Prince Gustav Adolf, who was the chairman of both CF and RF. The 
decision was thus well grounded in the dominant athletic organizations. However, this was 
not the case among the press or in the government, which would soon become aware. 
 
The decision awakened a strong reaction in the press, particularly for the lack of 
understanding of the plight of the Norwegians. In Socialdemokraten, the sport journalist and 
former track star Edwin Wide, sharply criticized the decision. He argued that it was a knife 
in the back of the struggling Norwegian sport, and that some Swedes had "little heart and 
feelings" for the Norwegians. It should be pointed out that the Norwegian sport's strike 
against the attempts of the German occupiers to intervene in Norwegian athletics was at its 
height. If the Swedish plans had been realized, probably only Nazi sympathizers or strike-
breakers would have come from Norway to the Games. The remainder was on strike.60 
After the Organizing Committee submitted its request, the government also determined that 
it was unfitting to arrange new Nordic Games with reference to the War. After the negative 
reply from the government, the Organizing Committee decided to cancel the Games, and 
no new effort has been made to revive them. 
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Conclusion 
 
The Nordic Games were motivated in several different ways. They were to promote 
Nordism and nationalism through their structure as a national, sport-active peoples' festival. 
They were to advertise Sweden as a site of tourism. They were to propagate for sports and 
particularly winter sports. At the same time, they seem to have been one of the large social 
events for the upper middle class. 
 
In the press, the Games and the ideology surrounding them were received with widespread 
approval. But there was also criticism. In the newspaper debate, the opposition between the 
concept of the peoples' festival on the one hand and the upper middle class character on the 
other emerged. It is naturally difficult to determine how the man in the street really 
perceived the situation. The criticism of the Games came primarily from the liberal and 
socialist press. Those affected seldom directly voiced their opinion, with the exception of 
the protest of the skiers from Norrland in 1922. But in the criticism from the press, it was 
maintained that the event all too greatly was characterized by upper middle class values 
and that people with another cultural background felt excluded. It was, however, not only 
the general upper class character of the Games which was questioned but even the 
conception of sports which they represented. The social critique was often joined to a wish 
for a more "sportified" structure. The "real sportsmen" were contrasted with the "snobs" and 
a more narrow program with a concentration on fewer branches was called for. That the 
social conflict was often coupled to questions of principle on how athletics should be 
carried out, seems to have been connected to the fact that sport is not the same thing to all 
people but something which is shaped by socio-cultural circumstances. 
 
In the debate surrounding the Nordic Games, different positions were confronted with 
each other. On the one hand there was a conception of sports where social activities and 
sports melted together into a unity and which seems to have characterized the Nordic 
Games. Here, sports was one part of a sphere of social activity. The excursions and the 
partying seem to have been as important as the competitions themselves. An 
entertainment spectacle was presented. The Games were a major "happening" and it thus 
really did not matter if the program was overburdened, it was actually an advantage. 
 
On the other hand, the critique of the games also brought forth a "sportified" point of view 
which emphasized the trials of physical strength, hard training and victories. There was a 
wish to limit the games to established branches of competition. This point of view could be 
found among the working class population. Here competitive sports were treated in a far 
more serious manner than among the upper classes, who where characterized by a moderate 
attitude towards sports and an unwillingness to exert themselves physically. 
 
In the material investigated, the criticism could be heard sporadically during the initial years 
in which the Games were held but became more intense, above all during the 1920's in spite 
of the fact that the program of the Games all the while seems to have developed in a more 
"sportified" direction. In 1926 the social aspects were no more visible in the criticism. 
 
The question can be raised as to whether the conception of sports found in the Nordic 
Games was not quite typical for the first generation of organized sports movement in 
Sweden with the Central Association at its head. Later, other ideals would make themselves 
felt. In terms of organization, the hegemony of Riksidrottsforbundet (RF - The National 
Association for Sports) during the period between the World Wars and after the Second 
World War brought with it a stronger concentration on sportified competitive sports. 
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Today we can once more find examples of how the borderline between sports and 
entertainment has been blurred, for example in television's mix of sports and entertainment 
journalism. Sports programs are often structured as family entertainment, and sports 
journalists appear more frequently in pure entertainment programming. 
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